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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
I hope this message finds you doing well, enjoying the nice 
weather we have had thus far this summer, and continuing to 
acclimate to life amidst the pandemic. As your lives have been 
altered so too have operations at school. At the time of this 
newsletter, the District has submitted its school reopening plan 
to the State Department of Health (DOH) and the State Education 
Department (SED). All school reopening plans in the state are at 
the discretion of Governor Cuomo, who as of August 7, indicated 
that schools may reopen in New York State. Schools received 
guidance documents regarding school’s reopening from the DOH 
and SED which played a significant role in how we could safely 
reopen our schools. Our plans are posted on the school’s website. 
I would also like to thank our community for their participation, 
questions, and suggestions during our reopening parent forums 
conducted August 17, 18 and 20.

First and foremost, the guidance documents from the State 
and the development of our plan, has the safety of the staff and 
students as the primary focus. There were many factors that we 
had to take into account to guide us in determining how we 
could bring students back to school in-person in some capacity. 
At this time, our reopening plan calls for kindergarten through 
grade four to return to school in-person five days a week. Grade 
five through 12 will return to school two days in-person and 
three days remotely. Students in grades five through 12 will be 
divided into two groups (A and B groups) with Group A coming 
to school on Monday and Tuesday; and Group B coming to school 
on Thursday and Friday. Days that students are not in school, they 
will be instructionally engaged online. Wednesday’s, grades five 
through 12 hybrid model, would be used for teacher professional 
collaboration, lesson planning for online instruction, availability for 
student support services, and office hours for student interaction. 
The District worked very hard to get as many students back to 
in-person instruction as possible. The main obstacle from the 
State guidance is the requirement of social distancing throughout 
our buildings. In order to accommodate the social distancing 
requirement, we had to essentially reduce the number of students 
placed into the classrooms by one-half (or approximately 12 
students per classroom). Therefore, space and staffing was an issue 
we had to navigate to determine if we could get students back 
in-person full-time. Though we have achieved this for kindergarten 
through grade four, we could not achieve this for grades five 
through 12. We do recognize that any scenario that does not have 
all students, especially the younger students, returning full time 
in-person significantly impacts parent’s ability to secure day care. 
The restrictions placed on schools certainly creates a significant 
burden on parents, for which we clearly understand.

We also understand that some parents are reluctant to send their 
children back to school regardless if it is full time or in the hybrid 
schedule format. Some parents are electing to home school their 
children, while others will keep their children home to receive 
full time online instruction. The District is responsible to provide 
this instruction and is working with our BOCES on contracting for 
online instruction via a certified teacher for the K-4 grade levels. 
This may mean that students from Sauquoit and surrounding 
Districts may be in the same online classroom being taught by 
a certified teacher affiliated with our BOCES. Students in grades 

5-12 would be receiving online instruction from their teachers 
in the District. If you do intend to keep your children home for 
full-time online instruction, please notify your school’s principal 
if you have not already done so.

Things that you can expect upon your return to school, but not 
limited to (more comprehensive information may be found in the 
District’s Reopening Plan on the school’s website):

 • The need to maintain social distancing.

 • The need to wear a mask upon entering the buildings and 
  wearing them throughout the day. Mask breaks will be 
  provided periodically throughout the day and they will be 
  available if students "damaged" or soil their mask during
  the day. Please reach out to the school if you are unable
  to provide a mask for your child.

 • Instruction and signage emphasizing hand washing 
  procedures and the proper way to cover a cough/sneeze.

 • Daily temperature checks and/or health screening questionnaire.

 • Protocols for a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19. 
  Each building will have an isolation room for suspected or 
  confirmed cases to hold until the student can be picked up 
  from school.

 • There are also protocols for a return to school from a suspected 
  or confirmed case of COVID-19.

 • Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the buildings as 
  will disinfectant wipes to disinfect high contact areas 
  throughout the day to the greatest extent possible.

 • Students transported by our buses must wear a mask on the 
  bus at all times and sit one to a seat, unless you are with a 
  family member. We thank those parents able to transport their 
  children to school as this has made it possible for us to return 
  K-4 to full-time, in-person instruction.

One of the above items I would like to elaborate on from the 
above list is that of daily health screenings. As of now, our plan 
is for all students riding school transportation to have their 
temperatures checked (scan of forehead) before entering the 
bus. If they record a fever of 100 degrees or higher, they will not 
be permitted on the bus and must return home. It is imperative 
that parents, especially those of our younger students, to be 
present at or near the bus stop in the event we have to turn a 
student away from entering the bus. Those students who are 
being dropped off at school will also have their temperatures 
taken at or near the school entrance. Parents are to remain in the 
drop off areas until they know their child has been allowed to 
enter the building. If their temperature is 100 degrees or higher, 
they must return to the car and go home. In regards to the daily 
screening, it would help us immensely that each day if you can 
take your child’s temperature at home, and if not, give your child 
the daily health questionnaire screening (can be referenced 
on our website) to determine if they respond yes to any of the 
screening questions on the questionnaire. If you note a “Yes” on 
any question on the questionnaire, the child should stay home, 
consult with the school nurse and follow-up with your physician 

SEPTEMBER
2 Staff Development Day
3 Staff Development Day
8 School Begins

OCTOBER
 9 Staff Development Day 
12 Columbus Day

NOVEMBER
11 Veterans Day
21-22 Fine Arts & Crafts Show
25-27 Thanksgiving Recess

DECEMBER
23-31 Winter Recess

JANUARY
1 Winter Recess
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
26-29 Regents Exams

FEBRUARY
15-19      Mid-Winter Recess

MARCH
19 Staff Development Day

APRIL
2 Good Friday 
5-9 Spring Recess

MAY
31 Memorial Day

JUNE
16-24 Regents Exams
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CODE OF CONDUCT - PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMARY
HARASSMENT, DISCRIMINATION AND BULLYING IS PROHIBITED AT SCHOOL

as needed. We are looking to prevent having students get on the bus or enter school 
with known symptoms of COVID-19 or have a “Yes” response on the health screening 
questionnaire related to COVID-19. 

As we slowly progress our way back to our somewhat normal lifestyle, the New State 
Public High School Athletic Association announced in July that, pending further 
guidance from the State, fall sports may commence on September 21, 2020. If fall 
sports cannot start in the fall, they are proposing three shorter sport seasons starting 
with the winter season in January, the fall season in March/April and Spring season in 
May/June. This is all tentative and pending further guidance. We are also looking for 
other creative ways to possibly conduct our other extracurricular clubs and activities 
in some form during the school year.

Managing school operations in order to safely reopen our schools does not come 
without a cost and at this time we are tasked to incur these unexpected costs without 
additional funding from the state. While we are hopeful that funding from the Federal 
government may come to the State in response to the financial need of the school 
districts, there is no guarantee that such funding would actually come to our schools 
given the fiscal crisis the state is currently in. Despite the lack of funding, we have been 
purchasing personal protective equipment, protective barriers, temperature monitoring 
devices, and cleaning/disinfecting products to prepare for the safety and welfare of our 

staff and students. Without additional funding, we will need to cover these costs from 
within our current adopted budget, which could mean funding earmarked for other 
areas may need to be diverted to cover the purchase of these COVID-related items. 

We look forward to working with you during these unusual and uncertain times. It is 
important that we maintain effective communications to support the needs of our 
students, so that we can make the necessary adjustments to our instructional services 
to the greatest extent possible. Short of all student returning full-time, in-person, there 
is no perfect solution to the best alternative model of instruction. We all need to be 
prepared to go to full-time online learning at any given moment. However, working 
closely together, we can all make the most of the circumstances we currently face, 
and for any potentially unknown ones that await. I wish you all a successful start to 
the school year; as well as, good health and continued strength to persevere these 
uncertain times that we live in.

Sincerely,

Ronald J. Wheelock
Superintendent

You should never feel that it is not safe to come to school and participate in all school activities. Students have 
the right to participate in all educational and extracurricular activities on an equal basis; as well as, learn in an 
environment free of harassment, discrimination and bullying. You should never be prevented from concentrating 
on your schoolwork and school-related activities because another student or school staff member is teasing you, 
making fun of you, pushing you around or threatening you in some way, because of your race, color, weight, national 
origin (where your family comes from), ethnic group, religion, religious practices, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender or sex, or for any other reason. 

A student may not act toward another student in a way that might reasonably make that other student feel 
threatened or unsafe, or that might reasonably make that other student unable to concentrate on their school 
work, because of the other student’s race, color, weight, national origin (where their family comes from), ethnic 
group, religion, religious practices, disability, sexual orientation, gender or sex, or for any other reason. It is against 
school rules for any student or school staff member to do this by physical actions or by verbal statements, including 
electronic messages. This kind of conduct is not allowed on school property, on school buses, and at all school-
sponsored events; as well as, any act occurring off of school property when such act creates or foreseeably creates 
a risk of substantial disruption within the school environment.

Should you have a harassment, discrimination, or bullying concern that you wish to report, you may do so to the 
following Board appointed Dignity Act coordinators:
Brian Read High School 315.839.6316
Peter Scialdone High School Counselor 315.839.6320
Natalie Powers  High School Counselor 315.839.6321
Peter Madden Middle School 315.839.6371
Luanne Miner Social Worker 315.839.6392
Ed Ryan Middle School Counselor 315.839.6378
Mark Putnam Elementary School 315.839.6339
Paul Dischiavo Social Worker 315.839.6355

When responding to acts of harassment, discrimination and bullying, the school will take an age-appropriate 
approach to remedy the situation with the goal of prevention and education; as well as, intervention and discipline 
in mind. We will consider the nature and severity of the conduct, the developmental age of the student engaging 
in the conduct, the person’s prior disciplinary record, and the impact of the conduct on the student at whom 
it was directed. School employees who witness conduct that may be harassment, discrimination or bullying, or 
who receive a report of such conduct, are required to report that conduct to the superintendent, principal, or 
designated Dignity Act coordinators. This should happen no more than one school day later.

We look forward to working with you in ensuring a safe and harassment/bullying free school environment for 
your child. The full version of the Code of Conduct is available on our website and a copy may be obtained from 
each building’s main office. Please keep us informed and encourage your child to inform one of the Dignity Act 
coordinators or staff members they feel more comfortable with, when sharing they do not feel safe or are being 
harassed/bullied while at school.

Sincerely,
Ronald Wheelock
Superintendent 

Supt. Message Continued & District News
SUPT. MESSAGE CONTINUED...

WELCOME NEW STAFFWELCOME NEW STAFF 
We welcome the following new staff 
members to our district or current 
staff in new assignments:

Acee Abraham Auto Mechanic

Nicole Becker Grade 6 

Therese Brown Grade 3 to

 Grade 6 Science

Sarah Camacho Grade 2

Charles Cowen Business 
 Administrator

Andrea Gagnon Teacher Assistant

Carli Halliday Grade 3

Kyle Hutchinson Social Studies

Gianna Joseph Universal Pre-K

Bridgette Miller Teacher Assistant

Natalie Powers High School 
 Guidance

Brian Read HS Principal

Jennifer Siniscarco Laborer 

Thomas Waldron Bus Driver

Amie Wood Payroll Clerk

Renee Bonafield MS Nurse
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Notice of Compliance
Board of Education Policy #7080 
http://web2.moboces.org/district policies/?public=sauquoit

The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment
“The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) is a federal law 
that affords certain rights to parents of minor students with regard to 
surveys that ask questions of a personal nature. Briefly, the law requires 
that schools obtain written consent from parents before minor students 
are required to participate in any U.S. Department of Education funded 
survey, analysis, or evaluation that reveals information.” http://www2.
ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/hottopicx/ht10-09-02a.html

Student Privacy Policy 
Student Privacy Policy – FERPA

Board of Education Policy #7080
http://web2.moboces.org/district policies/?public=sauquoit

Parent’s Bill of Rights for Data
Privacy and Security
The Sauquoit Valley Central School District seeks to use current technology, 
including electronic storage, retrieval, and analysis of information about 
students’ education experience in the district, to enhance the opportunities 
for learning and to increase the efficiency of our district and school 
operations.

The Sauquoit Valley Central School District seeks to insure that parents have 
information about how the district stores, retrieves, and uses information 
about students, and to meet all legal requirements for maintaining the 
privacy and security of protected student and protected principal and 
teacher data, including Section 2-d of the New York State Law.

To further these goals, the Sauquoit Valley Central School District has 
posted this Parent’s Bill of Rights for Data Privacy and Security.

 1. A student’s personally identifiable information cannot be sold or 
  released for any commercial purposes.
 2. Parents have the right to inspect and review the complete 
  contents of their child’s education record. The procedures for
  exercising this right can be found in Board Policy 7080.2; Student 
  Privacy – Application to inspect FERPA Records. You may access
  this policy from the District’s website.
 3. State and federal laws protect the confidentiality of personally
  identifiable information and safeguards associated with industry
  standards and best practices, including but not limited to, 
  encryption, firewalls and password protection, must be in place 
  when data is stored or transferred.
 4. A complete list of all student data elements collected by the State
  is available at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirsdocumentation
  NYSEDstudentData.xlsx and a copy may be obtained by writing
  to the Office of Information & Reporting Services, New York
  State Education Department, Room 863 EBA, 89 Washington Avenue,
  Albany, New York 12234
 5. Parents have the right to have complaints about possible breaches of
   student data addressed. Complaints can be made to: Mr. Ronald
  Wheelock, Superintendent of Schools, 2601 Oneida Street, Sauquoit, 
  NY 13456. Phone: 315.839.6311. E-mail rwheelock@svcsd.org

Supplemental Information About Third Party Contracts
In order to meet 21st century expectations for effective education and 
efficient operation, the district utilizes several products and services that 
involve third party contractors receiving access to student data, or principal 
or teacher data, protected by Section 2-d of the Education Law. The district 
recognizes that students, parents and the school community have a 
legitimate interest in understanding which of the district’s vendors receive 
that data, for what purpose and under what conditions. The District has 
undertaken the task of compiling that information, and of insuring that each 
new contract adequately describes (1) the exclusive purposes for which the 
data will be used, (2) how the contractor will ensure that any subcontractors 
it uses will abide by data protection and security requirements, (3) when the 
contract expires and what happens to the data at that time , (4) if and how an 
affected party can challenge the accuracy of the data is collected, (5) where 
the data will be stored, and (6) the security protections taken to ensure the 
data will be protected, including whether the data will be encrypted.

School Tax Collection
There will be some slight modifications in the collection of school taxes 
this year for those who wish to pay their taxes in person at the school. 
Due to COVID-19 and in the interest of everyone’s safety, if you wish 
to pay your taxes at the school you may still do so; however, you will 
not be permitted into the main building of the high school. Instead, 
you will have the option to place your tax payment (checks only) in a 
designated drop box just outside the high school’s main entrance. If you 
choose to pay in cash, you will be asked to wait in the vestibule while 
the tax collector is notified and then processes your tax payment. We 
strongly encourage you to mail in your tax payment if at all possible. The 
scheduled days and times for tax collection will be as follows:

Payment of school taxes in person during the month of September may 
be done on:

• Monday, Wednesday & Friday
• 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Payment of school taxes in person during the month of October may be 
done on:

• Wednesday & Friday
• 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Pesticide Notification 
The Sauquoit Valley Central School District uses current Integrated Pest 
Management practices to reduce the use of pesticides in our buildings and 
on our grounds. It may be necessary, however, to use pesticides periodically 
during the year. New York State law requires that schools maintain a list of staff 
and parents who wish to receive written notice 48 hours prior to a pesticide 
application at their school facility. If you wish to be included on this notification 
list, please contact Steve Parker at 315.839.6333.

Building Inspection Report & 
Management Plan 
In accordance with the ASBESTOS Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1987 
(AHERA), a copy of the Sauquoit Valley Central School Building Inspection 
Report and Management Plan is available for review during normal school 
hours or by appointment. Please contact Steve Parker at 315.839.6333 if you 
need to set up an appointment or if you have any questions.

District News & Notices
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 Storm Water Management
The Sauquoit Valley Central School District has begun the implementation of a 
Storm Water Management Plan in order to protect New York State’s lakes, rivers 
and tributaries from pollutants carried by rain, snow melt run-off or storm 
water run-off. Storm water is water from rain or melting snow that doesn’t 
soak into the ground but runs off into waterways. It flows from rooftops, 
over paved areas and bare soil and through sloped lawns while picking up 
a variety of materials on its way. As it flows, storm water runoff collects and 
transports soil, animal waste, salt, pesticides, fertilizers, oil and grease, debris 
and other potential pollutants. The quality of runoff is affected by a variety of 
factors and depends on the season, local meteorology, geography and upon 
activities which lie in the path of the flow. As part of the school’s program, the 
school will implement construction standards to prevent run-off, engage in 
public education and outreach, identify and eliminate unnecessary sources of 
storm water runoff and review pollution prevention and good housekeeping 
practices in the district. In accordance with a New York State mandate, the 
Sauquoit Valley Central School District is required to have a MS-4 permit to 
help us manage storm water on our campus. We would like to ask the people 
in our community to help us protect our state’s waterways. You can help by 
following 10 easy steps.

1. Dispose of chemicals properly.
2. Take used motor oil to a recycling center.
3. Limit the amount of fertilizer used.
4. Check your vehicle for fuel and oil leaks.
5. Pick up litter and place in trash.
6. Dispose of animal waste properly (use a pooper scooper).
7. Check your home for leaky faucets and have them fixed.
8. Run full loads of laundry and dishes.
9. Water outside only when necessary.
10. Teach others about how to protect our groundwater.

More information can be obtained from the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation at http://dec.ny.gove/chemical/8468.html.
The district’s Storm Water Coordinator is Steve Parker, Director of Facilities. Mr. 
Parker can be reached for public comments and questions at 315.839.6333 
or sparker@svcsd.org.

Pet Policy on School Grounds
The District recognizes and encourages the community’s use of school 
facilities for appropriate recreational activities. The Board of Education 
also realizes the need to establish policy (#1026) and procedure to 
ensure the safety of all who utilize our facilities. Therefore, the following 
procedures are to be followed while on school grounds with pets:

 • Visitors accompanied by a legal assistance animal are fully authorized  
  to be assisted by such animal while on district property;
 • District residents who walk on the district’s roads, walking paths or 
  property in general and are escorting a pet must obey all applicable local
  ordinances regarding the pet, have positive control of the pet by leash 
  and must clean up any solid wastes left by the pet;
 • Spectators at any event on school grounds or in school buildings are 
  not permitted to have pets with them at any time, including sporting
  events (excluding legal assistance animals; however, positive control of 
  such animal must be maintained or the spectator will be asked to leave);
 • At no time are pets allowed inside the fenced in area of the stadium;
 • Generally, if escorting a pet on schoolgrounds, they must be on a leash 
  and must stay clear of all visitors attending a contest practice or utilizing
  the school grounds for recreational purposes, including but not 
  limited to areas such as the playground,  basketball courts, tennis
  courts, athletic fields, etc.

Your support of the safety and well-being of all visitors on our campus 
is much appreciated!

Tobacco, Nicotine &
E-Cigarette Use Prohibited 
This policy has been adopted by the Board of Education (7/31/18) and 
revised to now include e-cigarettes.
Purposes: The purposes of this policy are to avoid the use of tobacco, nicotine 
and e-cigarettes, on school property and at school events which the Board 
deems unhealthy; to encourage students and staff to avoid the consumption 
or use of tobacco products, nicotine and e-cigarettes; and to prevent persons 
present on school property or at school events from being exposed to 
second-hand tobacco smoke, nicotine or electronically-ignited vapors. 

Prohibited Conduct:

 1. The possession, use, sale or consumption of any form of tobacco, 
  any substance containing nicotine (except prescribed medications), any 
  e-cigarette or oil or vaping product intended for use in an e-cigarette
  and any associated paraphernalia is prohibited. 

 2. This prohibition applies to everybody – students, staff, parents, vendors 
  and contractors, and all visitors to  our district. 

 3. This prohibition applies to anyone who is on school property, including 
  school buses and other vehicles being used to transport students for school
  purposes and to anyone attending a school-sponsored event, including 
  events located off district property. 

 4. This prohibition applies at all times, whether school is in session or not. 
Please refer to the school website to review this policy in its entirety 
(Policy #0022).

SVCSD FINE ARTS BOOSTERS 
HOPELESSLY DEVOTED TO...WHO?HOPELESSLY DEVOTED TO...WHO?
Grease is coming to Sauquoit Valley in January! Celebrate this post-
pandemic event with a forever dedication to your favorite greaser 
or to anyone who supports arts in our school! 

The Sauquoit Valley Fine Arts Boosters are revving up our engines 
in preparation for our newest fundraiser. Auditorium chair name 
plates will be available for purchase to recognize a current 
student, past grad or your beloved. The SVFAB fundraiser is the 
perfect way to support our students and memorialize your loved 
one. Reserve yours before those summer days start drifting away 
to those summer nights! To reserve your spot contact one of our 
SVFAB officers: Jeannine Henck, Christine Kiesel, Julie McCarthy or 
David Stayton. Detailed information will be forthcoming in future 
editions of the News and Views, the SVFAB Facebook page and 
other community outlets.
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THANK YOU FROM KINDERGARTEN
The Kindergarten team would like to thank the Sauquoit Valley Teachers Association and the Sauquoit Valley Foundation for their donations to 
our Kindergarten readiness bags. We were able to create bags that included school supplies, fine motor activities, as well as a new book to read. 
Your kindness and generosity over the years has been greatly appreciated. Thank you for everything! 

The Sauquoit Valley Foundation is holding their 6th annual “Witch Way is the 5K?” Road Race and Children’s 
Runs on October 18, 2020. 
The Sauquoit Valley Foundation is pleased to announce the winner of the T-Shirt design contest for the “Witch Way is 
the 5K?” Annual Road Race and Children’s Runs, scheduled for October 18, 2020. The contest was facilitated by Mr. Hatch, 
art teacher for the Middle and High schools at SVCD. Students participated in the contest during the month of June 
and submitted their entries at the end of school. The Sauquoit Valley Foundation was committed to having the contest 
to give students a chance to showcase their talent. The Foundation is pleased to announce the results of the contest. 
First Place: Gwendolyn Grimes
Second Place: Yuliya Chmukh
Third Place: Philymena Diker
At this time, the Foundation is continuing to monitor the COVID-19 pandemic and will determine as the summer 
progresses if the “Witch Way is the 5K?” can safely be held in person on October 18, 2020. 

For updates and information about this event, go to: www.sauquoitvalleyfoundation.org. The Foundation continues to 
meet on the first Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. through the summer. If you are interested in attending a meeting (held virtually), please contact 
Joanne Eisinger at 315.765.1181. 

2020-21 Meeting Dates: September 14, October 5, November 2, January 4, February 1, March 1, April 12, May 3 and June 7 (7:00 p.m. • High School Library)

SV SPORTS BOOSTERS NEWS 
PLEASE VOLUNTEER 
Get Involved! We are always looking for more help! If you would like to help with 
concessions or have any fundraising ideas, you can join us at our meetings or 
email us at svsportsboosters@gmail.com. Everyone is welcome!

Members of the SV Sports Boosters have been busy planning for the 2020-2021 
school year. Meeting dates have been scheduled, as well as tentative dates for 
fall, winter, and spring sports banquets and “Meet the Coaches” nights. Boosters 
meetings are scheduled as follows:

Our meetings are held in the high school cafeteria at 6:00 p.m. Dates for 
the 2020-21 school year will be: September 20, October 18, November 8, 
January 17, February 7, April 18, May 16 and June 13.

If anyone is interested in participating, please email the boosters at 
svsportsboosters@gmail.com. Presently, meetings have been held via Zoom, so 
an email is needed for you to participate. 

Pending the allowance of school sports, given the current situation pertaining to  
COVID-19, the following dates include tentative sports banquets:

October 22: Spirit Week Bonfire

November 15: Fall Sports Banquet & Meet the Coach's Night for winter sports 

March 14: Winter Sports Banquet & Meet the Coach's Night for spring sports 

June 13: Spring Sports Banquet
Post-Prom Party Update:
A special thank you is extended to all of the local businesses and organizations 
that donated to the 2020 Post-Prom Party. These include the following: Sauquoit 
Valley PTO, Sauquoit Valley Foundation, Sauquoit Valley Teacher’s Association, 
Sauquoit Volunteer Fire Company, Lion’s Club of Sauquoit, Optimist Club of 
Sauquoit, Smith Funeral Home and the New Hartford Barber Shop. 

Unfortunately, due to  COVID-19 resulting in school building closure and 
subsequent school-related activities, the event itself was unable to occur. 
However, thanks to generous donations received prior to the current pandemic, 
many large door prizes were purchased in November when planning actually 

begins for the post-prom party event. Sadly, with so many events having to be 
cancelled, the senior class of 2020 missed out on long-anticipated activities. As 
a result, members of the boosters and post-prom party committee agreed to 
hold a drawing in order for Sauquoit seniors to potentially win one of 18 prizes. 
This drawing was held on June 1. Prizes won included televisions, JBL speakers, 
a FitBit, Chromebook, dorm refrigerator, Xbox gaming system, Keurig coffee 
maker, Air Pods, luggage set, and many more. Our winners were as follows: 
Kiara B., Dante C., Serena C., Slater C., Gabriel D., Cody F., Catherine H-M., Jason 
H., Camden L., Anna M., Eve M., Reilly M., Makenzie M., Rachel P., Charles S., 
Clayton S., Michael T. and Jacob W.

Once again, without the generosity of our local community, none of this would 
have been possible. 
Please follow us on Facebook (Sauquoit Valley Sports Boosters), Twitter 
(@Sv_SportsPage) and volunteer to work concessions using SignUp.
com (http://signup.com/go/jSNhvf). Additional information about our 
organization and upcoming activities can also be found on the school's 
website (svcsd.org), under the “Community” tab.
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CLAYVILLE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
Public Computers • Reference Materials • Current Bestsellers • Newspapers & Magazines • Games • Puzzles • Coloring & Crafts • Current Release DVD’s & Blu-Rays • Copy & Fax 
Services • Wi-Fi Access • After-School Hours • Reading Nook • Minecraft & LeapPad Stations • Now checking out “real” Comic Books & Graphic Novels • After-School open hours, 
Tuesday – Friday with access to computers, printing and the internet.

The Clayville Library is now open for browsing and computer usage. 

Computer usage needs to be scheduled by calling the library.

Curbside Service is still available and can be utilized by any who so choose 
to use this service. You can request items from the Clayville Library’s shelves or 
from elsewhere in the MidYork system.

The Clayville Library is available to all students, teachers, homeschoolers 
and tutors in the Sauquoit Valley School District. We are still receiving new 
print books for Adults, Young Adults, Middle Grade Graphic Novels and Easy 
Readers as well as DVDs and audiobooks. The Inter-library Loan program has 
been reactivated as well. You now have access to any book, movie or CD in the 
MidYork System.

Library programming is on PAUSE until later in the fall when we have a better 
picture of how this pandemic is developing.

Our Facebook page is updated daily with resources for the home schoolers 
who need some inspiration or just a break! 

Since no one is exactly sure what will take place this fall, the library still has 
many services you can take advantage of either in person or virtually.

Through MidYork Library Systems and using your Clayville 
Library card and Pin# you can access the following services at 
no cost. Call the library if you need help accessing any of these 

services.

Our online user registration site, https://midyork.org/client/en_US/default/
search/registration/$N/SYMWS/true is now open to all ages. Kids & teens who 
want to use our ebooks & audiobooks can register for a library card at midyork.
org. If you're under 18 years old, have a parent or guardian email us proof of 
your local address to complete the process. If you have any questions, please 
contact epatron@midyork.org.

If you prefer, please call the library and we can issue your child a library card 
over the phone and through the mail.

Mobile Mammography Unit - October 27, 2020, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. conducting 
FREE mammography testing – no insurance required. Registration deadline 
is October 6, 2020. This was such a highly successful event last year we have 
scheduled it again for this year. All who took part last year were completely 
satisfied with the procedure and professionalism of the nurses and technicians.

Get cozy on the couch with our brand-new Binge Boxes, a 
binge-worthy box of movies based on a theme! Binge Boxes 
can be borrowed for 14 days. Gather your friends and family and 
enjoy the magic of the movies.

Sip & Snack Book Club meets monthly, either virtually or in the Gazebo. We 
have enlightening discussions plus an enjoyable group. Please consider joining 
us. You may find a new favorite book or author to read. See our Facebook and 
website for dates, times and selected titles.

Durable Medical Equipment for loan to Town of Paris residents:
Do you have a relative visiting this summer and your home 
isn't disability friendly? Are you planning on a surgery that will 
require short-term rehabilitation? Many other situations warrant 
some sort of in home recuperative medical equipment for 

short-term use. Our new circulating DME will be loaned for 30-day increments 
and are renewable.

Equipment available - wheelchair, toilet rails, crutches, cane, 2-wheel walker 
w/basket, stability bars, seat cushion, etc.

Call or stop by the library for more info. 

Fine Free Juvenile library cards – enter your name in our monthly Barnes & 
Noble gift card raffle when you check out your selections.

Sign up for the 1,000 Books before Kindergarten challenge:
This FREE program encourages you to read 1,000 books with 
your child before he or she enters school – a goal experts say 
children need to help them learn to read for themselves. One of 

the best ways to encourage learning is to spend time sharing books every day. 
Reading together helps develop important pre-reading skills that provide a 
solid reading foundation. Plus, sharing stories together is fun! This program is 
available to all families with children between the ages of birth and five years. 
We encourage you to use every chance you have to read with your children, 
tell and talk about stories, say nursery rhymes, sing songs, and attend library 
programs. Don’t feel rushed -- you have until your child starts Kindergarten to 
finish. Just enjoy the experience

Now checking out “real” Comic Books & an expanded Graphic Novels selection

Additional services such as OverDrive, rbdigital, and transparent language 
online are readily available to all with your library card.

OverDrive has thousands of ebooks and audiobooks. You can 
borrow them, instantly, for free, using just the device in your hand. 
Download books and audiobooks for offline reading or stream 
them to save space. If you prefer reading on your Kindle, Libby 

can send your library books to it. All your loans and holds are consolidated on 
a single shelf. Download the Meet Libby app for Apple, Android and Windows 
devices from your app store and begin enjoying.

Rbdigital is the go-to site for magazines and now audio books 
as well. The URL for our Zinio collection is https://www.rbdigital.
com/midyorkny. Download the rbdigital app from any app store. 
Magazines do not need to be returned.

DAYBYDAYNY – Family Literacy Calendar is a 
calendar of daily activities, books and tips that 
can be accessed through the Clayville Library 
and the MidYork Library System.  This is a fun 
and informative resource for keeping the kids 
engaged and interested.

Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter from our Facebook page

or call us at 315.839.5893

We are always in need of volunteers

2265 Oneida Street, Clayville, NY 13322

315.839.5893 (voice) • 315.839.5070 (fax)

Check our Facebook page for event and status updates

Facebook.com/ClayvilleLibrary

Crafters and Special Interest Groups – Give us a call with your ideas.

 

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Community News
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TITLE I ANNUAL PARENT MEETING
The Sauquoit Valley Elementary School is a qualifying school for federal Title I 
monies. For several years, our elementary school has received Title I funds to support 
students who require additional academic intervention services in reading and math. 
These services are overseen by our Title I staff consisting of two reading specialists 
and three teacher assistants. Students, who require further academic intervention 
services in reading and math, receive regular instruction in their classroom and 
further supplemental instruction with our reading specialists.

Each school year, the Title I staff conducts an annual meeting to discuss the nature 
and purpose of the Title I services provided at our elementary school. As in past 
years, this meeting will be held at the beginning of the elementary open house on 
Thursday, September 17. Any questions pertaining to the Title I program may be 
directed toward Mr. Putnam, Elementary School Principal, at 315.839.6339.

SAUQUOIT VALLEY PTO
We are looking forward to another great year! 

The Sauquoit Valley Parent Teacher Organization 

invites all parents of students to join. As parents and 

teachers, we believe in the importance of school 

social activities, the safety of our children and we are 

committed to a strong education! Sign-up sheets 

to volunteer will be available at all Open Houses. 

Monthly meetings for the 2020-21 school year will 

be held in the Elementary School Library at 6:30 

p.m. on the dates listed! We encourage all to attend 

and bring a friend! For more information, please call 

315.839.6339, or e-mail Sauquoitpto@gmail.com.

MEETING 
DATES

OCTOBER 1

NOVEMBER 5 

DECEMBER 3 

JANUARY 7

FEBRUARY 4

MARCH 4 

APRIL 15

MAY 20

JUNE TBD

UNIVERSAL
PRE-K BEGINS

Monday, September 14, 2020

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, September 17, 2020

6:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Welcome from the Principal

Organizations 

Remarks

6:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Grades K-2

7:00-7:30 p.m. 

 Grades 3-4

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL PICTURES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Elementary School News
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MIDDLE SCHOOL DATES TO REMEMBER
Middle School Open House  

Wednesday, September 16, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. 
for grades 5, 6, 7 & 8 

Thursday, October 22
Jody Wheet (Program Director for the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children) will be at the middle school 
throughout the day for the purpose of checking to see if your 
child's Facebook, lnstagram and various apps are protected 
from predators.

Friday, November 6
Career Day (a.m.).Students learn about different careers and 
trades from people who work in those professions.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

SCHEDULES
Students' schedules were mailed the second week of August 
and they should bring them on Thursday, September 8, the 
first day of school. If there are any questions or concerns, please 
call the guidance office at 315.839.6378.

PLANNERS/HANDBOOKS
Students are reminded to bring $3.00 for their daily planners, 
which will be distributed on the first day of school. The planners 
are a valuable organization tool and consistent use is the key 
to a successful school year. The student handbook is located 
in the front of the planner. Parents are requested to read 
through the handbook and to sign and return the included 
acknowledgement.

EARLY ARRIVAL
Students are not to arrive at the middle school before 7:15 
a.m. Students who are dropped off by their parents, walk or 
ride their bikes to the middle school are expected to schedule 
their arrival time after 7:15 a.m. In the interest of student 
safety, we cannot provide supervision for students who arrive 
before 7:15 a.m.

Parents are asked to remind your child to wear a helmet and 
obey all bike/traffic safety rules when riding their bikes to and 
from school.

WALKERS
Students who wish to walk home after school must have 
written permission from their parents or guardians. 

NJHS FUNDRAISER
New this year, the middle school NJHS will be selling fall mums. 
The sale will begin September 14 and end September 25. This 
is their main fundraiser.

Mrs. Leone & Mrs. Clarke
Advisors

ATTENTION FIFTH GRADE BEGINNING BAND PARENTS:
If you have yet to secure an instrument for your fledgling 
instrumentalist now is a good time. John Keal Music is the music 
store that services our district and they would be happy to assist 
you with the entire renting/leasing process. They can be contacted 
by phone at 518.482.4405 or email at www.johnkealmusic.com. 
Along with the instrument, be sure to get the lesson book Essential 
Elements Book 1 for your son or daughter's specific instrument. Of 
course, you are more than welcome to shop from different stores. Big 
Apple Music is a local store that can also assist you with these needs.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARBOOK MAGAZINE SALE
Beginning on October 8, middle schoolers will be selling 
magazines to help offset the cost of the full-color yearbook for 
this year.The sale lasts until October 22, and you can even renew 
your old magazines through us.We do appreciate any support that 
we get to help make our student-generated yearbook a success.
Also, be prepared to order a yearbook sometime in November.
Quantities are limited, so get your order in early.

Thank you and I look forward to another great year producing 
the yearbook.

Mrs. Purrington
MS Yearbook Advisor

MDDLE SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM

The Middle School will once again be offering a breakfast program 
for students in grades 5-8. Breakfast is served beginning at 7:15 a.m. 
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POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO ASK 

DURING COLLEGE CAMPUS VISITS AND AT COLLEGE FAIRS

ADMISSIONS
• What high school courses and entrance exams are required?
• What high school average and SAT / ACT scores are competitive  
 for admission to your college?
• On what basis are applicants accepted?

THE COLLEGE
• Is it private, public, or church-affiliated?
• What's the surrounding community like? Is it supportive of the college?
• Where do most students come from? Do most commute or live 
 on campus?

ACADEMICS
• What are the degree requirements?
• What has been the success of your graduates?
• What is the job placement record for graduates in your field of study?
• If you have an academic problem, what kind of help is available 
 on campus?
• What services are available for those undecided about their major?
• What is the smallest, average and largest class size? Do instructors 
 keep office hours?
• How many students in last year's freshman class returned for their 
 sophomore year?

FINANCES
• What are the total costs? What do they include?
• What scholarships and other financial-aid opportunities are available?
• What would be a typical financial aid package as a freshman?
• How much did costs increase from last year? Are any further 
 increases predicted?
• Are campus or off-campus jobs available?

RESIDENCE HALLS
• What are the dorm rooms like? Are there residence hall activities?
• How well are residence halls supervised? Are there residence 
 hall advisors?
• How are roommates assigned?

STUDENT LIFE
• What type of cultural programming outside the classroom is provided?
• What athletic facilities and programs are available?
• What are fraternities and sororities like? How important are they on campus?
• What do students do socially on weekends?

STUDENT SERVICES
• What services are offered through the counseling center?
• Can the placement office help students find jobs after graduation?
• What types of meal plans are available? Are off-campus alternatives nearby?
• What health services are available?
• Are there special services for minority students?
• How convenient is parking?

IMPORTANT HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION 
HIGH SCHOOL PHOTOS
Grades 9-11
Tuesday, September 29 and October 1 
Retakes: November 2 and November 5

IMPORTANT MEETING FOR CLASS OF 2021
STUDENTS & FAMILIES 
Senior Parent Information Night will be held on Thursday, October 
15 at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Cafeteria. At this meeting we 
will be going over important dates and deadlines regarding 
graduation, senior trip, class fundraisers and other class activities. 
Should you have questions, please email senior class advisors 
Michelle Babbie at mbabbie@svcsd.org or Peter Scialdone at 
pscialdone@svcsd.org. 

SENIORS: STAY INFORMED
Class of 2021 parents and students may now sign-up to receive 
text alerts regarding senior class dates and deadlines through 
Remind.com. For instructions, please email senior class advisor 
Michelle Babbie at mbabbie@ svcsd.org.

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, October 15, 2020 | 5:00-7:00 p.m.

The High School will have an informal Open House on Thurs-
day, October 15, 2020. Parents are welcome to stop in and 
visit their students' classrooms, at their convenience, and meet 
their teachers from 5:00-7:00 p.m. This will be an informal open 
house, therefore there will be no set schedule. Refreshments 
will be available in the cafeteria, compliments of the Sauquoit 
Valley PTO. 

ATTENTION PARENTS
Students will receive a folder which will include their Student 
Handbook and Computer Usage Acknowledgement form, the 
Extracurricular Participation policy – with signature page, Dance 
Policies and Procedures – with signature page, Photographic/
Media Consent form, and a Dignity for All Students informational 
sheet. All information should be read by parents and students 
and all signature forms returned. In order for students to use 
computers, attend dances and participate in extracurricular 
activities, all forms must be returned. Also included is a letter 
to parents regarding the No Child Left Behind Act with the 
Reservation of Consent form on the back.  This form must be 
returned for grades 9-12, even if returned in a previous year, 
to “opt out” of the release of information to military recruiters. 
Without the return of this form, student information will be 
released to the military. Students in grades 10-12 will receive 
their folder during class meetings and students in grade 9 will 
receive their folder in freshman seminar class.
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“Nearly all humans can stand adversity, but if you want to test a human’s 
character, give them power.” Abraham Lincoln

The term character encompasses all the distinct emotional, intellectual, and moral 
qualities that each of us possesses. This unique blend of internal strengths and weaknesses 
makes us stand out as individuals. Desirable characteristics such as humor, empath, 
generosity, and wit seem to emanate effortlessly from a person, and charm others. When 
we think about “the life of the party,” we imagine a charismatic and fascinating individual, 
an icon of attraction, a larger-than-life character everyone wants to be around.

But when we display undesirable characteristics that alienate friends and family-
harshness, selfishness and thoughtlessness--our character is revealed as glaringly 
defective. Immediately or eventually, people fall out of our lives. A dark cloud of loneliness 
is cast upon us. When we let the quality of self-centeredness rule, we become enslaved 
to our characteristic isolation.  If we wish to live in community and intimate relationships 
we must scrutinize how our character traits of poor attitude, negative beliefs, or careless 
actions hurt others. 

Making a commitment to change our character is a monumental undertaking that can 
feel overwhelming. But it helps if we keep in mind that on the flip side of problematic 
characteristics lives a positive one. Passion can be the flip side of rage; compassion 
the flip side of self-loathing; and vulnerability, the flip side of sarcasm. Begin today to 
practice new healthy qualities as a way to open your heart. Then watch yourself unfold 
into the precious being you were always meant to be with the genuine character you 
were meant to have. 

 • Make a list of your positive character traits. Did someone teach you these
  virtues? Or did you have to learn them yourself? Either way how do you use 
  them now to give back to the world?
 • Make a list of your negative characteristics. When did you learn to defend 
  yourself in these ways? How did they protect you? Do they still serve you? 
  Talk to a fair witness about the negative traits you’d like to release. Pay attention 
  to your tendencies and practice new characteristic ways of being. 

Written by: Alexandra Katehakis Inc. copyright 2014

CHARACTER

FROM THE SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER
It is always exciting to enter new levels and different challenges throughout life. These challenges help us to discover our strengths and 
what we are capable of achieving. On the other hand, these new levels and challenges could cause us to be apprehensive and nervous 
as well. Being unfamiliar with how things function contributes to these feeling of apprehension and nervousness. Fortunately, there are 
people at these new levels to provide help along the way. 

Here at Sauquoit our incoming fifth graders will be going through the process of entering a new level in their educational experience. There 
will be challenges that they will face in regard to peer relations, classes, homework, lockers and hallway interactions. Our teachers, staff, 
and school administrators will be here at the school to assist our sixth graders in this process. For our parents, here are some suggestions 
that you may find helpful in supporting your child in entering Middle School. 

Ten Ways to Help Your Child Enter Middle School
 • Start talking about the differences between elementary and middle school early and with honesty.
 • Give your child more responsibilities for decision-making tasks at home as preparation for increased deadlines in middle school. 
 • Supplement schoolwork with additional reading and writing projects at home in readiness for lengthier school assignments. 
 • Talk about the fun of changing rooms and teachers several times at day. Explain that each class is a separate subject. 
 • Help your child understand that students have to adapt to different teachers, not the other way around. 
 • Visit the middle school several times together to help your teen become comfortable with the changes from his or her current school. 
 • Attend all new school orientations. Make the transition seem like an adventure and a step forward in your youngster’s education.
 • Discuss the fact that your child is moving from being the “top dog” to the bottom of the ladder-preparation makes it easier. 
 • Find out who your child’s teachers will be and see if you can make appointments to meet them prior to the new year. 
 • Make a list together of your child’s expectations for middle school. Make a plan to ensure that the expectations are met. 

Remember: Your enthusiasm and support can help make the Big change in your child’s school life a positive one. (www.positivepromotions.com) 

TEN WAYS TO HELP YOUR TEEN ENTER MIDDLE SCHOOL

Nature Scavenger Hunt
• FIND 4 PINE CONES.

• FIND SOMETHING THAT IS YELLOW.

• FIND 3 DIFFERENT SIZED GREEN LEAVES.

• FIND A DANDELION WEED. BLOW A WISH.

• FIND A SPIDER WEB WITH A SPIDER ON IT.

• FIND 2 THINGS THAT CAN FLY.

• FIND 2 TREE STUMPS.

• FIND A FEATHER.

• FIND A SEED POD.

• FIND 4 SMOOTH ROCKS.

• FIND 3 MUSHROOMS.

• FIND A LONG STICK.

Indoor Scavenger Hunt
• FIND A FORK.
• FIND SOMETHING THAT IS RED.
• FIND A TISSUE BOX.
• FIND 3 THINGS THAT HAVE WHEELS
• FIND AN ORANGE CRAYON.
• FIND SOMETHING THAT IS VERY SOFT.
• FIND A BAND-AID.
• FIND A KEY.
• FIND 2 SOCKS THAT MATCH.
• FIND SOMETHING ROUND.
• FIND A STICKER.
• FIND A RUBBER BAND.
• FIND A PAIR OF GLASSES
• FIND AN ENVELOPE.
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Families across the country are adapting to the evolving changes in daily life caused by 
the  COVID-19 pandemic. Most schools, places of public gathering, and nonessential 
businesses are closed, and parents and other caregivers are faced with helping their 
families adjust to the new normal. This includes trying to keep children occupied, feeling 
safe, and attempting to keep up with schoolwork as best as possible. None of this is easy, 
but it helps to stay focused on what is possible in order to reinforce a sense of control and 
to reassure children that they are okay, and that the situation will get better.

It is very important to remember that children look to adults for guidance on how to 
react to stressful events. Acknowledging some level of concern, without panicking, is 
appropriate and can result in taking the necessary actions that reduce the risk of illness. 
Teaching children positive preventive measures, talking with them about their fears, and 
giving them a sense of some control over their risk of infection can help reduce anxiety. 
This is also a tremendous opportunity for adults to model for children problem-solving, 
flexibility and compassion as we all work through adjusting daily schedules, balancing 
work and other activities, getting creative about how we spend time, processing new 
information from authorities, and connecting and supporting friends and family members 
in new ways. The following tips can help.

STAY CALM, LISTEN AND OFFER REASSURANCE
 • Be a role model. Children will react to and follow your reactions.

 • Be aware of how you talk about  COVID-19. Your discussion about  COVID-19 can 
  increase or decrease your child's fear. 

 • Explain social distancing. Children probably don’t fully understand why parents/
  guardians aren’t allowing them to be with friends. Tell your child that your family 
  is following the guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
  which include social distancing. Social distancing means staying away from others 
  until the risk of contracting  COVID-19 is under control. Showing older children the 
  "flatten the curve" charts will help them grasp the significance of social distancing. 

 • Demonstrate deep breathing. Deep breathing is a valuable tool for calming the 
  nervous system. Do breathing exercises with your children.

 • Focus on the positive. Celebrate having more time to spend as a family. Make it as 
  fun as possible. Do family projects. Organize belongings, create masterpieces. Sing, 
  laugh and go outside, if possible, to connect with nature and get needed exercise. 
  Allow older children to connect with their friends virtually.

 • Establish and maintain a daily routine. 

 • Identify projects that might help others. This could include: writing letters to the 
  neighbors or others who might be stuck at home alone or to healthcare workers; 
  sending positive messages over social media; or reading a favorite children’s book 
  on a social media platform for younger children to hear.

 • Offer lots of love and affection.

MONITOR TELEVISION VIEWING AND SOCIAL MEDIA
 • Parents/guardians should monitor television, internet, and social media viewing—
  both for themselves and their children. Watching continual updates on  COVID-19 
  may increase fear and anxiety. 

 • Dispel rumors and inaccurate information. Explain to your child that many stories 
  about  COVID-19 on the internet may include rumors and inaccurate information. 
  Older children, in particular, may be accessing a great deal of information online 
  and from friends that contains inaccuracies. 

TAKE TIME TO TALK
 • Let your children's questions guide you. Answer their questions truthfully, but don't
  offer unnecessary details or facts. Don't avoid giving them the information that 
  experts indicate as crucial to your children's well-being. Often, children and youth 
  do not talk about their concerns because they are confused or don't want to worry
  loved ones. Younger children absorb scary information in waves. They ask questions, 
  listen, play and then repeat the cycle. Children always feel empowered if they can 
  control some aspects of their life. A sense of control reduces fear.

BE HONEST AND ACCURATE
 • Correct misinformation. Children often imagine situations worse than reality; 
  therefore, offering developmentally appropriate facts can reduce fears.

 • Explain simple safety steps. Tell your child this disease spreads between people who
  are in close contact with one another.

 • Stay up-to-date on the facts. For additional factual information, go to: 
  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

KEEP EXPLANATIONS AGE-APPROPRIATE
 • Early elementary school children. Provide brief, simple information that balances
  COVID-19 facts with appropriate reassurances that adults are there to help keep 
  them healthy and to take care of them. Give simple examples of the steps 
  people make every day to stop germs and stay healthy, such as washing hands.

 • Upper elementary and early middle school children. This age group often is 
  more vocal in asking questions about whether they indeed are safe and what will 
  happen if  COVID-19 spreads in their area. They may need assistance separating reality 
  from rumor and fantasy. Discuss the efforts national, state and community leaders 
  are doing to prevent germs from spreading.

 • Upper middle and high school students. Issues can be discussed in more depth.
  Refer them to appropriate sources of  COVID-19 facts. Provide honest, accurate and
  factual information about the current status of COVID-19. Engage them in
  decision-making about family plans, scheduling, and helping with chores at home.

 • For all children, encourage them to verbalize their thoughts and feelings. 

STAY CONNECTED TO SCHOOL
 • Locate learning resources. Schools’ capacity to conduct virtual learning experiences 
  will vary greatly, but most schools are providing lessons and learning activities for 
  children to do. Take advantage of the many companies and online platforms currently 
  offering free learning opportunities.

 • Identify additional resources. Know if your school or district is providing additional 
  resources, such as meals, or technology, a laptop or tablet.

 • Stay in touch. Find out how the school is communicating with families and students. 

 • Connect with school staff. Reach out to your child’s teacher and other relevant
  school staff if you have concerns.

KNOW THE SYMPTOMS OF  COVID-19
 • According to the CDC, symptoms of fever, cough, and/or shortness of breath appear
  within 14 days after being exposed to the disease.

 • For some people, the symptoms are similar to having a cold; for others, they are 
  more severe or even life threatening.

MODEL BASIC HYGIENE AND HEALTHY LIFESTYLE PRACTICES
Practice daily good hygiene. Encourage your child to practice these simple steps to
prevent spreading the virus.

 • Wash your hands multiple times a day for 20 seconds. Singing “Twinkle, Twinkle Little
  Star” or “Happy Birthday” twice is about 20 seconds.

 • Compliment your children when they use a Kleenex or sneeze or cough into the
  bend of their elbow. Teach them the importance of throwing away used tissues 
  immediately after sneezing or coughing.

 • Foster a sense of control. Offering guidance on what your child/children can do to
  prevent infection offers them a greater sense of control, which reduces anxiety.

 • Build the immune system. Encourage your child to eat a balanced diet, get enough
  sleep and exercise regularly; this will help them develop a robust immune system
  to fight off illness.

BE AWARE OF YOUR CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH
Most children will manage well with the support of parents and other family members, 
even if showing signs of some anxiety or concerns, such as difficulty sleeping or 
concentrating. Some children, however, may have risk factors for more intense reactions, 
including severe anxiety, depression and suicidal behaviors. Risk factors can include 
a pre-existing mental health problem, prior traumatic experiences or abuse, family 
instability or the loss of a loved one. Parents and caregivers should contact a professional 
if children exhibit significant changes in behavior or any of the following symptoms for 
more than 2 weeks.
 • Preschoolers —thumb sucking, bedwetting, clinging to parents, sleep disturbances, 
  loss of appetite, fear of the dark, regression in behavior and withdrawal.

 • Elementary school children —irritability, aggressiveness, clinginess, nightmares, 
  school avoidance, poor concentration and withdrawal from activities and friends.

 • Adolescents —sleeping and eating disturbances, agitation, increase in conflicts, 
  physical complaints, delinquent behavior and poor concentration.

For more information related to schools and physical and mental health, visit
www.nasponline.org and www.nasn.org

© 2020, National Association of School Psychologists, 4340 East West Highway, Suite 
402, Bethesda, MD 20814, 301-657-0270

HELPING CHILDREN COPE WITH CHANGES RESULTING FROM  COVID-19
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WELCOME BACK STUDENTS 
MISSION STATEMENT | The mission of the Sauquoit Valley school-counseling program is 
to partner with educators, parents and the community to maximize student potential, foster 
academic and personal growth, and prepare all students to be productive members of society 
who are college and career ready.

WELCOME FRESHMAN | Please stop in to see your School Counselor Ms. Powers during any free 
period. We have an open door policy, if my door is open, come on in! Questions about schedules, 
classes, personal concerns etc. are always welcome.

JOIN 9th Grade REMIND: text @svcsd2024 to the number 81010

SOPHOMORES | Continue to do well in all subjects, participate in MVCC Career Exploration 
activities, meet with your Counselor to begin/continue to form plans for after high school (college, 
work, military), participate in extracurricular activities and volunteer work.

JOIN 10th Grade REMIND: text @svcsd2023 to the number 81010

JUNIORS | Take the PSAT, research and visit colleges throughout the year, plan to take college 
entrance exams (ACT or SAT) in the spring, meet with Mr. Scialdone regarding your plans for after 
high school, and continue extracurricular activities.

The PSAT time and date will be announced soon. This year the exam is free for all juniors! It is highly 
recommended that you take this exam; more information will be presented during ELA class.

JOIN 11th Grade REMIND: text @svcsd2022 to the number 81010

SENIORS | Welcome to your senior year of high school! Senior meetings will begin at the end of 
September. During this time we will form a plan to help you reach your goals for after graduation. 
Parents are encouraged to participate in senior conferences and may contact Mr. Scialdone to 
make an appointment. 

JOIN 12th Grade REMIND: text @svcsd2021 to the number 81010

WEBSITE | Please check out the high school counseling website for valuable information regarding 
college visits, test dates, upcoming events, college/career preparation and much more. You can also 
“Like” Sauquoit HS Guidance on Facebook!

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAM DATES | Students are encouraged to take an entrance exam once 
at the end of their junior year and once at the beginning of their senior year. Be sure to enter 
Sauquoit’s CEEB Code – 335060

SAT DATES: Register at www.collegeboard.org
ACT DATES: Register at www.act.org

Counselors will be available at various times throughout the summer, please call or email to 
make an appointment.

AP EXAM DATES: 

Peter Scialdone
Grades 11 & 12
315.839.6320 
pscialdone@svcsd.org

Natalie Powers 
Grades 9 & 10
315.839.6321 
npowers@svcsd.org

ACT TESTS  
Register at: www.act.org

Test Date Reg. Deadline

Sept. 12, 2020 Aug. 28, 2020
Sept. 13, 2020
Sept. 19, 2020

Oct. 10, 2020 Sept. 17, 2020
Oct. 17, 2020
Oct. 24, 2020
Oct. 25, 2020

Dec.12, 2020 Nov. 6, 2020

Feb. 6, 2021 Jan. 8, 2021

April 17, 2021 March 12, 2021

June 12, 2021 May 7, 2021

SAT TESTS  
Register at:  

www.collegeboard.org 

Test Date Reg. Deadline

Sept. 26, 2020 Aug. 26, 2020

Oct. 3, 2020 Sept. 22, 2020

Nov. 7, 2020 Oct. 27, 2020

Dec. 5, 2020 Nov. 24, 2020

March 13, 2021 March 2, 2021

May 8, 2021 April 27, 2021

June 5, 2021 May 26, 2021

*It is recommended that *It is recommended that 
students take college entrance students take college entrance 
exams at the end of their junior exams at the end of their junior 

year and at the beginning of year and at the beginning of 
their senior year. Please contact their senior year. Please contact 
Guidance or visit the Guidance Guidance or visit the Guidance 
website for more information.website for more information.

5.4.2021 AP Calculus
5.5.2021 AP Literature & AP Physics
5.6.2021 AP US History

5.7.2021 AP Chemistry & AP European History
5.12.2021 AP Language
5.14.2021 AP Biology
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Dear Parent/Guardian,
The 2020-21 school year is rapidly approaching for your child(ren), and while we are seeing many changes in what school looks like and means, we want to reassure you; 
school meal service will continue to be off ered safely when students return to school.

School meals are prepared by well-trained professionals who take great care in providing nutritious, well-balanced meals, including whole grains, lean proteins, and lots 
of fresh fruits and vegetables. Additionally, school nutrition professionals have extensive food safety training, make accommodations for students with food allergies, and 
have the skills and knowledge to ensure a safe and healthy experience for all.

As plans for returning to school come into focus, we at OHM BOCES want to assure parents, students, teachers, administrators, policymakers and community members 
that our school nutrition professionals across our component school districts are well-equipped to incorporate additional health and safety procedures and to continue to 
provide high-quality service. We look forward to serving nutritious, safe, and delicious meals for all students next year. Now, more than ever, it is important for your families 
to fill out the free/reduced meal application in this packet. Whether or not you think you qualify, you may benefit by completing this application.

Both free and reduced meals are provided at NO COST to you. This is an entitlement program meaning that anyone who qualifi es receives the benefit — you are not taking 
any meals or  benefits from another family. Higher participation in the meal program also  benefits the OHM BOCES Food Service Program AND your school district. 

IMPORTANT: Please remember that while your child may have received free/reduced price meals this past school year, BE AWARE THAT YOU MUST REAPPLY 
ANNUALLY FOR THESE BENEFITS TO CONTINUE. Please take a few minutes to complete this application, and submit anytime after August 1 to: School Food Service 
Office, c/o Perry Jr. HS, 9499 Weston Rd. New Hartford, NY 13413. You can also turn it in to your school district’s main office. You can find out the status of your application 
by calling the OHM BOCES School Food Service office at 315.738.0848, Monday through Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Thank you. 

Children need healthy meals to learn. Your school district off ers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs $1.25 and lunch costs $2.75. Your child(ren) may qualify 
for free meals or for reduced price meals. Beginning July 1, 2019, students in New York state who are approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast and lunch 
meals at no charge. 

1. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No, complete the application to apply for free or reduced price meals. Use one Free and Reduced Price 
School Meals Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return 
the completed application to your child’s school.

2. WHO CAN GET FREE MEALS? All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP, the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations or TANF, can 
get free meals regardless of your income. Categorical eligibility for free meal benefits is extended to all children in a household when the application lists an Assistance 
Program’s case number for any household member. Also, your children can get free meals if your household’s gross income is within the free limits on the Federal Income 
Eligibility Guidelines. Households with children who are categorically eligible through an Other Source Categorically Eligible designation, as defined by law, may be eligible 
for free benefits and should contact the SFA for assistance in receiving benefits.

3. CAN FOSTER CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court, are eligible for free meals. Any 
foster child in the household is eligible for free meals regardless of income. Foster children may also be included as a member of the foster family if the foster family chooses 
to also apply for  benefits for other children. Including children in foster care as household members may help other children in the household qualify for  benefits. If non-
foster children in a foster family are not eligible for free or reduced price meal benefits, an eligible foster child will still receive free benefits.

4. CAN HOMELESS, RUNAWAY, AND MIGRANT CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway or migrant qualify for free 
meals. If you haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call 315-738-0848 to see if they qualify.

5. WHO CAN GET REDUCED PRICE MEALS? Your children may be approved as reduced price eligible if your household income is within the reduced-price limits on the 
Federal Eligibility Income Chart, shown on this letter. Beginning July 1, 2019, students in New York State that are approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast 
and lunch meals and snacks served through the Afterschool Snack Program at no charge.

6. SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS? Please read 
the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. Call 315-738-0848 if you have questions. 

7. MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT ANOTHER ONE? Yes. Your child’s application is only good for that school year 
and for up to the fi rst 30 operating days of this school year. You must send in a new application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school year.

8. I GET WIC. CAN MY CHILD(REN) GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participation in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price meals. Please fi ll out a Free/
Reduced Price Meal Application.

9. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes, and we may also ask you to send written proof.

10. IF I DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children with a parent or guardian who 
becomes unemployed may become eligible for free or reduced price meals if the household income drops below the income limit.

11. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling 
315-738-0848.

12. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to be U.S. citizens to qualify for free or reduced 
price meals.

13. WHO SHOULD I INCLUDE AS MEMBERS OF MY HOUSEHOLD? You must include all people living in your household, related or not (such as grandparents, other 
relatives, or friends) who share income and expenses. You must include yourself and all children living with you. If you live with other people who are economically 
independent (for example, people who you do not support, who do not share income with you or your children, and who pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not 
include them.

14. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally make $1,000 each month, but you 
missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1,000 per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only 
work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income.

15. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE INCLUDE OUR HOUSING ALLOWANCE AS INCOME? If you get an off -base housing allowance, it must be included as income. 
However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as income.

Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application
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16. MY SPOUSE IS DEPLOYED TO A COMBAT ZONE. IS HIS/HER COMBAT PAY COUNTED AS INCOME? No, if the combat pay is received in addition to his/her 
basic pay because of his/her deployment and it wasn’t received before he/she was deployed, combat pay is not counted as income. Contact your school 
for more information.
17. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP, ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply for SNAP or other assistance  benefits, contact 
your local assistance offi ce or call 1-800-342-3009.

2020-2021 Income Eligibility Guidelines For Free And Reduced Price Meals Or Free Milk

HOW TO APPLY: To get free or reduced price meals for your children carefully complete one application following the instructions for your household and return it to the 
designated offi ce listed on the application. If you now receive SNAP, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) for any children or participate in the Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), the application must include the children’s names, the household SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number and the signature of an 
adult household member. All children should be listed on the same application. If you do not list a SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number for any household member, the 
application must include the names of everyone in the household, the amount of income each household member, and how often it is received and where it comes 
from. It must include the signature of an adult household member and the last four digits of that adult’s social security number or check the box if the adult does not 
have a social security number. An application for free and reduced price benefits cannot be approved unless complete eligibility information is submitted, as indicated 
on the application and in the instructions.  Contact your local Department of Social Services for your SNAP or TANF case number or complete the income portion of the 
application. No application is necessary if the household was notifi ed by the SFA their children have been directly certified. If the household is not sure if their children 
have been directly certifi ed, the household should contact the school.

REPORTING CHANGES: The  benefits that you are approved for at the time of application are eff ective for the entire school year and up to 30 operating days into the 
new school year (or until a new eligibility determination is made, whichever comes fi rst). You no longer need to report changes for an increase in income or decrease in 
household size, or if you no longer receive SNAP.

INCOME EXCLUSIONS: The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs incurred for 
such care under the Child Care Development (Block Grant) Fund should not be considered as income for this program.

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBLE STUDENTS: Beginning July 1, 2019, students in New York State that are approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast and lunch 
meals and snacks served through the Afterschool Snack Program at no charge.

In the operation of child feeding programs, no child will be discriminated against because of race, sex, color, national origin, age or disability.

MEAL SERVICE TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES: Federal regulations require schools and institutions to serve meals at no extra charge to children with a disability 
which may restrict their diet. A student with a disability is defi ned in 7CFR Part 15b.3 of Federal regulations, as one who has a physical or mental impairment which 
substantially limits one or more major life activities of such individual, a record of such an impairment or being regarded as having such an impairment. Major life activities 
include but are not limited to: functions such as caring for one’s self, performing manual tasks, seeing, hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, 
speaking, breathing, learning, reading, concentrating, thinking, communicating and working. You must request meal modifications from the school and provide the 
school with medical statement from a State licensed healthcare professional. If you believe your child needs substitutions because of a disability, please get in touch with 
us for further information, as there is specific information that the medical statement must contain.

CONFIDENTIALITY: The United States Department of Agriculture has approved the release of students names and eligibility status, without parent/guardian consent, 
to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of federal education programs such as Title I and the National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP), which are United States Department of Education programs used to determine areas such as the allocation of funds to schools, to evaluate socioeconomic status 
of the school’s attendance area, and to assess educational progress. Information may also be released to State health or State education programs administered by the 
State agency or local education agency, provided the State or local education agency administers the program, and federal State or local nutrition programs similar to 
the National School Lunch Program. Additionally, all information contained in the free and reduced price application may be released to persons directly connected with 
the administration or enforcement of programs authorized under the National School Lunch Act (NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act (CNA); including the National School Lunch 
and School Breakfast Programs, the Special Milk Program, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, Summer Food Service Program and the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women Infants and Children (WIC); the Comptroller General of the United States for audit purposes, and federal, State or local law enforcement officials 
investigating alleged violation of the programs under the NSLA or CNA. 

REAPPLICATION: You may apply for benefi ts any time during the school year. Also, if you are not eligible now, but during the school year become unemployed, 
have a decrease in household income, or an increase in family size you may request and complete an application at the time. The disclosure of eligibility information 
not specifi cally authorized by the NSLA requires a written consent statement from the parent/guardian. We will let you know when your application is approved 
or denied.

Sincerely,
Kate Dorr, RDN, MBA
OHM BOCES School Food Service Director

Total
Family Size Annual Monthly Twice per Month Every Two Weeks Weekly

1 $ 23,606 $ 1,968 $ 984 $ 908 $ 454
2 $ 31,894 $ 2,658 $ 1,329 $ 1,227 $ 614
3 $ 40,182 $ 3,349 $ 1,675 $ 1,546 $ 773
4 $ 48,470 $ 4,040 $ 2,020 $ 1,865 $ 933
5 $ 56,758 $ 4,730 $ 2,365 $ 2,183 $ 1,092
6 $ 65,046 $ 5,421 $ 2,711 $ 2,502 $ 1,251
7 $ 73,334 $ 6,112 $ 3,056 $ 2,821 $ 1,411
8 $ 81,622 $ 6,802 $ 3,401 $ 3,140 $ 1,570

*Each Add’l person add $ 8,288 $ 691 $ 346 $ 319 $ 160

2020-2021 Income Eligibility Guidelines
For Free And Reduced Price Meals Or Free Milk

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART

14. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally 
 make $1,000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1,000 per 
 month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job 
 or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income.

15. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE INCLUDE OUR HOUSING ALLOWANCE AS INCOME? If you get an off -base housing 
 allowance, it must be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do 
 not include your housing allowance as income.

16. MY SPOUSE IS DEPLOYED TO A COMBAT ZONE. IS HIS/HER COMBAT PAY COUNTED AS INCOME? No, if the combat 
 pay is received in addition to his/her basic pay because of his/her deployment and it wasn’t received before he/she was 
 deployed, combat pay is not counted as income. Contact your school for more information.

17. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP, ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To fi nd out how to apply for 
 SNAP or other assistance benefi ts, contact your local assistance offi  ce or call 1-800-342-3009.

HOW TO APPLY: To get free or reduced price meals for your children carefully complete one application following the 
instructions for your household and return it to the designated offi  ce listed on the application. If you now receive SNAP, 
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) for any children or participate in the Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations (FDPIR), the application must include the children’s names, the household SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number 
and the signature of an adult household member. All children should be listed on the same application. If you do not list a 
SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number for any household member, the application must include the names of everyone in the 
household, the amount of income each household member, and how often it is received and where it comes from. It must 
include the signature of an adult household member and the last four digits of that adult’s social security number or check 
the box if the adult does not have a social security number. An application for free and reduced price benefi ts cannot be 
approved unless complete eligibility information is submitted, as indicated on the application and in the instructions. 
Contact your local Department of Social Services for your SNAP or TANF case number or complete the income portion of the 
application. No application is necessary if the household was notifi ed by the SFA their children have been directly certifi ed. If 
the household is not sure if their children have been directly certifi ed, the household should contact the school.

REPORTING CHANGES: The benefi ts that you are approved for at the time of application are eff ective for the entire school year and 
up to 30 operating days into the new school year (or until a new eligibility determination is made, whichever comes fi rst). You no 
longer need to report changes for an increase in income or decrease in household size, or if you no longer receive SNAP.

INCOME EXCLUSIONS: The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child 
care or reimbursement for costs incurred for such care under the Child Care Development (Block Grant) Fund should not be 
considered as income for this program.

Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application
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Application Instructions
To apply for free and reduced price meals, complete only one application for your household using the instructions below. Sign the application and return the application 
to your school district. If you have a foster child in your household, you may include them on your application. A separate application is not needed.Call the school if 
you need help. Ensure that all information is provided. Failure to do so may result in denial of benefi ts for your child or unnecessary delay in approving your application.

PART 1 ALL HOUSEHOLDS MUST COMPLETE STUDENT INFORMATION. DO NOT FILL OUT MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION FOR YOUR HOUSEHOLD.

1. Print the names of the children, including foster children, for whom you are applying on one application.
2. List their grade and school.

3. Check the box to indicate a foster child living in your household, or if you believe any child meets the description for homeless, migrant, runaway (a school staff will 
confirm this eligibility).

PART 2 HOUSEHOLDS GETTING SNAP, TANF OR FDPIR SHOULD COMPLETE PART 2 AND SIGN PART 4.

1. List a current SNAP, TANF OR FDPIR (Food Distribution Program or Indian Reservations) case number of anyone living in your household. The case number is provided 
on your benefit letter.

2. An adult household member must sign the application in PART 4. SKIP PART 3. Do not list names of household members or income if you list a SNAP case number, TANF 
or FDPIR number.

PART 3 ALL OTHER HOUSEHOLDS MUST COMPLETE THESE PARTS AND ALL OF PART 4.

1. Write the names of everyone in your household, whether or not they get income. Include yourself, the children you are applying for, all other children, your spouse, 
grandparents and other related and unrelated people in your household. Use another piece of paper if you need more space.

2. Write the amount of current income each household member receives, before taxes or anything else is taken out, and indicate where it came from, such as earnings, 
welfare, pensions and other income. If the current income was more or less than usual, write that person’s usual income. Specify how often this income amount is received: 
weekly, every other week (bi-weekly), 2 x per month, monthly. If no income, check the box. The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as 
payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs incurred for such care under the Child Care and Development Block Grant, TANF and At Risk Child Care Programs 
should not be considered as income for this program.

3. Enter the total number of household members in the box provided. This number should include all adults and children in the household and should refl ect the 
members listed in PART 1 and PART 3.

4. The application must include the last four digits only of the social security number of the adult who signs PART 4 if Part 3 is completed. If the adult does not have a social 
security number, check the box. If you listed a SNAP, TANF or FDPIR number, a social security number is not needed.

5. An adult household member must sign the application in PART 4.

OTHER BENEFITS: Your child may be eligible for benefi ts such as Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). To determine if your child is eligible, program 
offi cials need information from your free and reduced price meal application. Your written consent is required before any information may be released. Please refer to the 
attached parent Disclosure Letter and Consent Statement for information about other benefits.

USE OF INFORMATION STATEMENT
Use of Information Statement: The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires the information on this application. You do not have to give the information, but if 
you do not submit all needed information, we cannot approve your child for free or reduced price meals. You must include the last four digits of the social security number 
of the primary wage earner or other adult household member who signs the application. The social security number is not required when you apply on behalf of a foster 
child or you list a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program or Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations (FDPIR) case number or other FDPIR identifi er for your child or when you indicate that the adult household member signing the application does not have 
a social security number. We will use your information to determine if your child is eligible for free or reduced price meals, and for administration and enforcement of the 
lunch and breakfast programs. We may share your eligibility information with education, health, and nutrition programs to help them evaluate, fund, or determine benefits 
for their programs, auditors for program reviews, and law enforcement offi cials to help them look into violations of program rules.

DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINTS
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offi ces, and employees 
and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), 
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefi ts. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_fi ling_cust.html, and at any USDA offi ce, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2. fax: (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application
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2020-2021 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals/Milk
To apply for free and reduced price meals for your children, read the instructions on the back, complete only one form for your household, sign your name 
and return it to the Sauquoit Valley Central School District. Call 315-738-0848 If you need help. Additional names may be listed on a separate paper.

All Household Members (including yourself and all children that have income).
List all Household members not listed in Step 1 (including yourself) even if they do not receive income. For each Household Member listed, if they do receive 
income, report total income for each source in whole dollars only. If they do not receive income from any other source, write ‘0’. If you enter ‘0’ or leave any 
 elds blank, you are certifying (promising) that there is no income to report.

1. List all children in your household who attend school:

3. Report all income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered ‘yes’ to step 2)

Student Name School Grade/Teacher Foster Child Homeless, Migrant,
Runaway

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Bene ts:
If anyone in your household receives either SNAP, TANF or FDPIR bene ts, list their name and CASE # here. Skip to Part 4, and sign the application.

Name:       CASE#       

Name of household member
LIST EVERYONE
EMPLOYED OR NOT

Earnings from work
before deductions
Amount / How Often

Child Support, Alimony

Amount / How Often

Pensions, Retirement
Payments
Amount / How Often

Other Income, Social
Security
Amount / How Often

No
Income

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

Total Household Members (Children and Adults)

4. Signature: An adult household member must sign this application before it can be approved.
I certify (promise) that all of the information on this application is true and that all income is reported. I understand that the information is being given 
so the school will get federal funds; the school offi  cials may verify the information and if I purposely give false information, I may be prosecuted under 
applicable State and federal laws, and my children may lose meal bene ts.

Signature:        Date:    
Email Address:       Home Phone:     Work Phone:     
Home Address:                 

Annual Income Conversion (Only convert when multiple income frequencies are reported on application)
Weekly X 52; Every Two Weeks (bi-weekly) X 26; Twice Per Month X 24; Monthly X 12

 SNAP/TANF/Foster
  Income Household: Total Household Income/How Often: __________________________________________  Household Size: ___________
 Free Meals  Reduced Price Meals  Denied/Paid
Signature of Reviewing Official _________________________________________________________________  Date Notice Sent: _________

IF ELIGIBLE, MUST PROVIDE CASE OR FOOD
STAMP NUMBER

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE — FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY

Date Withdrew _____________  Attachment Va F ___R ___ D ___

 Last Four Digits of Social Security Number: XXX-XX-                    I do not have 

a SS#

*When completing section 3, an adult household member must provide the last four digits of their Social Security Number (SS#), or mark the “I do not 
have a SS# box” before the application can be approved.

5. Ethnicity and Race are optional; responding to this section does not aff ect your child(ren)’s eligibility for free or reduced price meals.

Ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino Not Hispanic or Latino

Race (Check one or more): American Indian or Alaskan Native Asian Black or African American Native Hawaiian or Other Paci c Island
White

Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application



17

Sauquoit Valley News & Views         

DEAR PARENTS
Our experience has shown that certain areas have more severe weather than others.

If any areas (upon inspection by school officials) are not plowed or sanded, and present a dangerous or impassable condition, our 
buses will not enter these areas (any road in the school district). Parents who choose to transport their children may, of course, do so. 
If the road is passable at the end of the school day, we will bus the children home.

The Transportation Department would like to continue a procedure for all afternoon stops for our bus routes. As a standard practice 
we would like to have a parent/guardian/sitter/older sibling available and visible upon the arrival of our afternoon elementary buses. 
This would include both in-district students and students being transported from other sites. We do not want to rely on a “vehicle in 
the driveway” or a “garage door left open” as a sign that someone is home.

With visual confirmation, a driver, either regular or a substitute, would be secure in the knowledge that the children they Drop-off 
will be able to gain access to their homes. If buses have to wait in the road, it creates a problem for the student, the bus driver and 
the remainder of the students on the bus. The safety of your children, our students, is most important.

BUS SAFETY IS MOST IMPORTANT
School bus drivers are responsible for the safety of many young lives each day. Attention to 
school bus safety practices is essential if we are to maintain our excellent safety record. Parents 
are urged to review the following bus safety rules with their children before school begins.

1. Students must give full cooperation to the bus driver. 

2. Students must be ready when the bus arrives, but standing well away from the road, at least 15 feet.

3.  Students must wait until the bus has come to a complete stop and doors have opened before boarding. 

4.  When students cross a road to board the bus, they must watch the bus driver for his/her signal that it is safe to cross the road.

5.  When students cross a road after being discharged from the bus, they must cross at least 10 feet in front of the bus, watching the driver 

 for his/her signal that it is safe to cross the road. (See Cross Safe image at right.)

6.  Students should not eat or drink on the bus nor carry glass objects or containers on the bus.

7.  Students should never walk along the side or to the rear of the bus.

8.  The school bus is an extension of the school and all school rules and policies are in effect. Hence, good conduct rules require 

 that students may not smoke, use bad language, fight or quarrel, change seats, or mark or deface the bus. Parents are reminded 

 that any changes in the normal pickup or return schedule are to be made through the school office with a note from home.

9.  Drivers may assign seats on the bus.

Transportation News
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Until further notice, we will be doing 
temperature checks before students 
enter the bus. If the temperature is 100 
degrees or above they will be asked to 
return home. 

Bus routes have many changes, please 
read each route carefully.

Greetings,

The following are our “in-district” bus routes for 
this year. These brief descriptions are intended 
to be a guide, allowing parents to see which 
route their child will be riding and who their 
driver may be. We encourage you to contact 
us if you are in need of further information. 

Here are a few things to keep in mind 
throughout the school year:

• Route Numbers are posted on the front,
 boarding side of the bus. It is important
 to refer to your child’s Route Number,
 as the bus number may change from
 time to time.

• Students should be ready at their bus
 stop five minutes before their bus arrives.

• Parents are responsible for their child's
 behavior at the bus stop. Remind your
 children to be attentive, orderly and to
 stand at least 15 feet from the bus, 
 until the doors open. 
• R outes  may per iodica l ly  require 

 alterations throughout the year. We 
 will contact you if changes affect your
 child’s stop.  

I look forward to a safe and successful year.
Please contact us if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Craig Manderville
Director of Transportation
cmanderville@svcsd.org

Bus Routes 

Route 2 Paris Green
Driver: Ms. Jill Clarke

*First A.M. pick up is west 
of Greens Crossing Rd.
Sulphur Springs Rd. [W]
Brennan Rd. [S] 
Brennan Rd. [N] 
Old State Route 12 [S]
Shanley Rd. [W]
Tormey Rd. [E]
Doolittle Rd. [N]
Old State Route 12 [N]
State Route 12 [N]
Fountain St. [NW]
Snowden Hill Rd. [N]
Kohler Rd. [E]
Snowden Hill Rd. [S]
Paris Hill Rd. [E]

Route 6 Summit Rd.
Driver: Mr. Wally Kaminski

*First A.M. pick up is south 
of Morgan Rd.
State Route 8 [S]
Summit Rd. [W]
Brennan Rd. [N]
Summit Rd. [E]
Brennan Rd. [S]
Canning Factory [W]
Canning Factory [E]
Hardscrabble Rd. [S]
Larson Rd. [SE]
Main [N]
Reservoir Rd. [N]
Jaclyn Av [W]
Sulphur Springs Rd. [N]

Route 8 Sauquoit Area (A)
Driver: Mr. Bill Hughes

*First A.M. pick up is north 
of Holman City Rd.
Oneida St. [N]
Oneida St. [N]
Willow Brook Ln. [E]
Oneida St. [S]
OrchaRd. St. [W]
Butler Rd. [W]
Oneida St. [S]
Emerald Hill Drive [W]
Sunset Drive [E]
Oneida St. [S]

Route 10 Red Hill Rd.
Driver: Mr. Henry Rieben

*First A.M. pick up is north 
of Grange Hill Rd.
Oneida St. [N]
OxfoRd. Rd. [NW]
Rockport Rd. [S]
Willowvale Av [E]
HuxfoRd. Pl. [S]
Oneida St. [S]
Red Hill Rd. [W]
Red Hill Rd. [E]
Oneida St. [S]
Grange Hill Rd. [SW]
Butler Rd. [S]

Route 14 Clayville
Driver: Ms. Tayna Beers

*First A.M. pick up is south 
of Sauquoit Elem.
Sulphur Springs Rd. [S]
Green Crossing Rd. [S]
Crooked Hill Rd. [E]
Oneida St. [N]
Dewing Av [N]
Main St. [N]
Church Rd. [N]
Mohawk St.  [S]
Cedar Lake Rd. [W]
Cedar Lake Rd. [E]
King Rd. [N]

Route 16 Chadwicks 
Driver: Ms. Jane Alamond

*First A.M. pick up is north 
of Pinnacle Rd.
Mohawk St. [N]
Elm St. [W]
Church St. [N]
HA.M.ilton Pl. [SE]
Elm St. [W]
Oneida St. [N]
Hand Pl. [S]
Roberts Road [SE]
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Route 20 Pinnacle Rd.
Driver: Ms. Dianne Malysa

*First A.M. pick up is east of Oneida St.
Pinnacle Rd. [E]
Loughlin Rd. [E]
EchaRd. Rd. [NE]
Roberts Rd. [SE]
Bennett Rd. [SE]
Pinnacle Rd. [SW]
Mill Pl. [S]
Griffiths Pl. [S]

Route 22 Albany Rd.
Driver: Ms. Kim Pye

*First A.M. pick up is southeast of Hacadam Rd.
Roberts Rd. [SE]
Albany Rd. [N]
Higby Rd. [E]
Kerber Rd. [NE]
Kerber Rd. [SE]
Albany Rd. [N]
Albany Rd. [S]
Jackson Rd. [W]
Higby Rd. [W]
Hacadam. [SW]
King Rd. [SW]
Mohawk St. [NW]
Holman City Rd. [W]

Route 26 Graffenburg Rd.
Driver: Mr. Brian Davoli

*First A.M. pick up is north of Roberts Rd.
Graffenburg Rd. [N]
Mallory Rd. [W]
Higby Rd. [E]
Butcher Rd. [SE]
Bouck Rd. [SE]
Mcintyre Rd. [NE]
Bennett Rd. [E]
Brown Rd. [W]
Albany Rd. [S]
Graffenburg Rd. [S]
King Rd. [S]
Cobane Rd. [E]
Campbell Rd. [W]

Route 30 Gridley Blvd
Driver: Mr. Mark Yerdon

*First A.M. pick up is northeast on Stone Rd.
Allen Rd. [NE]
Mohawk St. [N]
Cedar Valley Rd. [W]
Holman City Rd. [N]
Church Rd. [S]
Catlin Av. [N]
Gridley Pl. [SE]
Gridley Blvd [W]
Jones Rd. [W]
Church Rd. [N]
Holman City Rd. [NW]
Lake St. [NE]
Oneida St. [S]
Route 8 [N]

Route 32 Sauquoit Area (B)
Driver: Ms. Chris DeCarolis

*First A.M. pick up is north of Willowbrook Ln.
Oneida St. [N]
Pl.easant View Rd. [E]
Valley Pl. [S]
Oneida St. [N]
Bleachery Av. [N]
Florence Ct. [NW}
Kay Cir. [NE]
Oneida St. [S]

2020-21 Bus Routes
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